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Dawn NewsDawn News
Windarring Client Newsletter      Edition 4 — Winter 2021

Welcome to our Edition 4 of  
our Dawn News publication

Want to join in?

In This Issue
Activities!

You can contribute! Windarring is an indigenous 
word that means dawn  

or sunrise.

windarring

Made by Windarring clients for Windarring clients.

Are you a client at Windarring? You can contribute to  
Dawn News.

We need your photography, artwork, short stories, poems, 
articles and news, things that are happening around Windarring 
and up coming events or programs you may wish to discuss  
or highlight.

How: email directly or ask a support 
worker or a team leader to get your 
offering/s to: Keegan1976@mail.com or 
VPoxon@Windarring.org.au  
DEADLINE: August 6th 2021

For fun resources visit  
www.goldencarers.com/activities/

• Echuca

• Gabrielle’s 
Volunteer Work

• Mildura camp

• Pension Increase

• ...and more

mailto:Keegan1976@mail.com
mailto:VPoxon%40Windarring.org.au?subject=
http://www.goldencarers.com/activities
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At Home Grown café, we use organic veggies from our mini farm in 
Metcalfe and order Local ETHICAL Produce such as free-range eggs, 
free-bacon and locally baked bread to create meals that are even 
more special.

What are Gabrielle’s main tasks at the café?

Clearing tables, filling sugar bowls and water bottles.

What do you like about working at Home Grown?

Gabrielle loves all staff because they make her feel like a team 
member and meeting new people.

This is what the team love about Gabrielle.

“Welcome back Gabrielle! It was so great to have you back on board, 
you brighten all our days. You do such a great job with a big smile on 
your face, we appreciate you very much”.

You can look forward to a small pension increase in March. Pensions 
traditionally increase on March 20 and September 20 and are 
determined by the higher of increases in the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) or the Pensioner and Beneficiary Living Cost Index; 
and benchmarked against movements in Male Total Average Index 
Weekly Earnings.

The CPI for the September-December 2020 quarter rose by 0.9 per 
cent and by 1.6 per cent for the three months before that, which may 
initiate a small increase to the pension rate.

Gabrielle’s Volunteer Work

Pension Increase

Two frogs are sitting on a Lotus 
leaf.

“First frog “Sorry I’m late but I was 
caught in a throat.”

First frog “Can’t. I have got to fly.”

2nd frog “Where?”

First frog “On the tip of my tongue.”

2nd Story

Mrs SKUNK had two children:

She named them IN and out.

One day she asked out to bring In 
IN. Out went out and brought in in.

“How did you get in in so quickly?’’

“Easy, said out. Instinct”

Short stories by
Neil Anderson

The current maximum pension rate 
is $952.70 with the maximum basic 
rate being $868.30, the Pension 
Supplement being $70.30 and the 
Energy Supplement being $14.10. 
This comprises overall to a total of 
$952.70.

Great work Gabrielle!
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Day One: 10th  May 2021

Andrea Ambler, Supported Living Worker and Brendan Olsen 
Supported Living client were excited to go on a short holiday to 
Echuca. Brendan had said he was keen to see the art trails, the art 
silos and go on a paddle steamer. Brendan is a very accomplished 
artist and its always looking for inspiration. The was arranged by 
Rachel Murphy and as you can see from the photos Andrea and 
Brendan had a fabulous time.

Day Two: 11th  May 2021

Got up early and went for a huge walk up and down to the river.

Brendan expressed interest to visit some of the local Silo Art. The 
recently completed Picola Silo

was amazing . Brendan really loved it  and it has become inspiration 
for the mural Brendan is working on. This is part of exploring 
Brendan’s goals in the world of art .

The painting of the metal silo in Picola is stage one of a two-part 
project. The silo features the local Barmah Forest. When you visit 

Brendan at the Silos

Echuca 2021

Picola to view the silo art the artist 
has a challenge for you.

In by-gone days Picola was known 
as ‘the hook’ because it was on the 
end of the line, meaning the railway 
line. Artist Jimmy has included a 
hook hidden in the painting. See if 
you can find it!

Day Three: 13th  May 2021

Blue Sky ,no clouds, perfect 
weather. Started the day walking 
along the Wharf.  Next, Andrea 
and Brendan took a Trip on The 
Canberra Paddle steamer. The 
captain told the story of The 
Canberra and the rich history of 
the Port of Echuca and where they 
transported mainly Wool as far as 
Bourke.

The Port of Echuca is a living 
monument to the 1870s when 
it was the third largest port in 
Australia, outside Sydney and 
Melbourne. Authentic Paddle 
Steamers depart daily from the 
Echuca Wharf, which originally 
extended 332 metres in length in 
the 1880s.

Day Four: 14th  May 2021

Homeward Bound!

Heading for home Andrea and 
Brendan stopped to see the 
Rushworth Silo Art and Colbinabbin 
Art Silos.  Brendan really enjoyed 
seeing these masterpieces 
of Outback Art . The silos at 
Colbinabbin were painted over 
eight weeks during COVID-19  
March - April 2020.

The original German settlers 
established farms along the Mount 
Camel Range, (the top of the hill 
to the west of our township) and 
built a school, a post office and 
a community hall to serve their 
families.
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More from Echuca

Carole’s MS
walkathon

In August 1881, a Colbinabbin Railway League consisting of farmers 
agitated for a railway line to enable the transportation of produce 
and livestock to Melbourne, in 1913 construction of the line was 
completed.

It extended from Rushworth to Colbinabbin West of the Cornella 
Creek costing $42,970 for the 121⁄2 miles of track. It took sixty men 
to build 1 mile of railway line per week. The line was then extended to 
the current site of the silos.

The Colbinabbin West community realised that it would be 
impossible to run the train tracks up and over the hill to the town, 
so it was decided to establish the township in a more suitable 
location down on the plain, to be known as Colbinabbin East. Thus, 
Colbinabbin Village settlement was established in 1893 and by 1913, 
was a bustling township. This is the present site of the township.

Thursday’s lockdown 
announcement was of great 
disappointment to Carole.  It meant 
the Cancellation of Carole’s MS 
Australia fund raising walkathon. 

Carole had worked hard for the 
past six months training in Kyneton 
with the aim to walk 5 kms around 
Albert Park Lake. Carole was 
fund raising for MS AUSTRALIA 
collecting over $2,400 in donations 
from the Kyneton community. 

Support staff received notification 
the day before the event, that 
Carole could complete the 
walkathon in her own town. 

Carole was to record her walk on 
an App then submitted her results 
to receive her recognition of 
participating in the fund-raiser.  

It was a very chilly minus 2 degrees 
when Carole and her support team 
set off to complete the challenge.  

We are so very proud off the 
strength and determination Carole 
has shown during the past 6 
months. 

Carole was determined not to let 
the people down that donated to 
her cause. 

We all congratulate Carole for a 
job well done

Amazing effort!
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Mildura camp 2021
Day One: Friday 21st May 2021

We hit the road around 9:30am to meet the rest of the staff and 
clients at the Windarring Bendigo Site before making our way to 
Mildura. Once at Bendigo, we loaded up the other bags and worked 
out who would be travelling with who and then off we went. 

We stopped at Charlton for a break and lunch, then continued on 
our way. It was a long drive that was broken up with a few pit stops. 
Some of the highlights to look at along the way were the painted 
silos at Nullawil and Sea Lake and the world’s smallest mountain at 
Wycheproof!

Once we arrived at our accommodation and had settled in, we 
decided to order in pizza for tea, relax and have an early night ready 
for the next day.

Day Two: Saturday 22nd May 2021

The day started with the group having breakfast together at the hotel 
before a walking down to the river so that we could board the P.V 
Rothbury for a cruise on the Murray River. The P.V Rothbury was built 
in 1881 and converted to a diesel vessel in 1968. The cruise took us 
down the Murray, past the weir and through Lock 11. Once we arrived 
back at the dock, some of the group were tired and ready to relax, so 
after lunch they hung out in the sunshine in the hotels rose garden, 
while some of the group went out shopping. In the evening we all 
went out together to one of the local pubs to enjoy a meal before 
returning to the hotel to watch the football. 

Day Three: Sunday 23rd May 2021

Another early morning for the group. We met and had breakfast 
before heading out for the day’s activities. Today everyone decided 
that we would go and check out Woodsies gem shop! We arrived and 
had a look around at all the gems and stones that were available to 
buy before having a drink at the café. Afterwards we went into the 

maize and the groups split into two. 
One group made it out a lot quicker 
than the other! Then we went into 
Aladdin’s Cave which was a display 
showing all different types of rocks 
and gems from all over the world 
and different parts of Australia. 

Afterwards some of the group went 
to visit the holden museum and 
everyone else went shopping to 
get supplies for a BBQ lunch. We 
met up and had a BBQ in the park 
before heading back to our hotel 
for a bit to rest before going out 
for dinner. We went to the Working 
Men’s Club where everyone 
enjoyed their meals.

Day Four: Monday 24th May 2021

Sadly, it was time to head home. 
We all had one last breakfast 
together at the hotel before 
jumping in the bus to start the 
journey home. We stopped a few 
times to stretch our legs on the way 
home before stopping in Charlton 
again for lunch. Everyone said they 
had a good time and really enjoyed 
their trip to Mildura. 

Now its time to plan for the next 
trip!

The Windarring crew!
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Activities Fun Page

Jokes

Colouring in!

Q: Why couldn’t the pony sing a lullaby?

A: She was a little horse

Q: What do you give a sick lemon?

A: Lemon Aid

Q: Why are fish so smart?

A: Because they live in schools

Q: What do you call a boomerang that won’t come back?

A: A Stick

Q: What’s a cow’s favourite holiday?

A: Moo year’s eve

Q: What kind of cake do ghosts like?

A: I scream cake
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Community 
Participation
Supported  
Living
Employment 
Pathways

Windarring Pty Ltd
67 Baynton Street
Kyneton VIC 3444

+61 (0)3 5422 7001
admin@windarring.org.au

windarring.org.au

windarring

windarring

Contact Us

Contribute
Are you a client with Windar-
ring? Let us know if you’d like 
to contribute! 
We need:

Photography
Artwork
Short stories & articles

Send them to
Keegan1976@mail.com or 
VPoxon@Windarring.org.au

Questions?
Call 03 5422 7001

Editor & Contributor:
David Keegan
Publisher: Windarring
Printing: Kyneton Copy Centre

Visit us on the web at
windarring.org.au

Contact us to
Distribute
Sponsor
Donate

Bringing you client stories and experiences from across windarring

We support people with disability through meaningful 
employment in our ADE program You can work for us in 
various enterprises.

For details visit windarring.org.au or call 03 5422 7001

Employment Opportunities

Acknowledgement of the traditional owners and country  
Windarring acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples of this nation. We 
acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands on which our company is located and where we conduct 
our business. We pay our respects to ancestors and Elders, past and present and emerging leaders. Windarring 
is committed to honoring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ unique cultural and spiritual 
relationships to the land, waters and seas and their rich contribution to society. 

Content Disclaimer 
The views, information, or opinions expressed in the Dawn News are solely those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of Windarring and its employees and clients. Please seek professional medical and 
financial advice if needed.
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